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This study guide has been written to help us study the Scriptures on our own before
we hear the sermon on Sunday. The questions are designed to get us thinking
deeply about Scripture. I encourage you to join a Fellowship Group through CBC
or meet together with a friend or two to discuss your responses to the questions and
your reflections upon the text. I pray that it will be a rich time of deeply exploring
the truths of Scripture and that by doing so you will be transformed more and more
into the image and likeness of Jesus our Lord.
Special thanks to Daniel McDavid for the artwork and to Fern Sikich and Michelle
Mills for final edits.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
Why did the Apostle John write his gospel account? In John 20:30-31 he tells us:
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
After 20 chapters, John’s intended purpose does not come as a surprise. From the very
first verse he bombards his readers with the person of Jesus.
John wrote his gospel that you may believe. He wrote to engender faith in the person of
Jesus. The fact that Jesus lived is, for the most part, a foregone conclusion in this day and
age. Few people disbelieve that Jesus existed. However, John wrote so that we would
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. This is where many part company. Yes,
Jesus lived 2000 years ago, but who was He? John unabashedly proclaims that this Jesus
is the Christ, the long-expected Jewish Messiah, and indeed the Son of God.
Why is this important to us? John writes that by believing you may have life in His name.
It is a matter of life. As we read, study and discuss John’s gospel, we must continue to
ask ourselves, “Do I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God? Do I have life in His
name?”
As we read the fourth gospel, we will immediately notice that it is very different than the
other three gospels. There is no record of Jesus’s birth or childhood, no mention of Mary
(by name) and Joseph, no temptation in the desert, no Lord’s Prayer, no parables, no
exorcisms, no transfiguration, no celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and no agony in the
Garden of Gethsemane.
However, John’s gospel has much that the other three do not have. It has the famous “I
Am” statements, the resurrection of Lazarus, and the miracle at Cana of turning water
into wine.
Perhaps one might argue that John is the most profound of the gospels. One commentator
suggested that John is the pool where “a child may wade and an elephant can swim.”
John contains so much red ink that we are sure to grow in our relationship with Jesus by
reading so many of the very words of Him who is the Word made flesh.
John will challenge us to make a decision about Jesus. It will not allow us to be middleof-the-road with regard to this young Rabbi. It begins with the bold affirmation, “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” The rest
of the book is an attempt to get us, the readers, to agree.
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We are confronted with life and death,1 truth and falsehood,2 light and darkness,3 and
flesh and spirit.4 We are also confronted with the claims of Jesus regarding Himself:
6:35

I am the bread of life

Will you eat?

8:12

I am the light of the world

Will you see?

10:7

I am the door

Will you come in?

10:14

I am the good shepherd

Will you follow?

11:25

I am the resurrection and the life

Do you want life?

14:6

I am the way

Are you walking in it?

15:1

I am the vine

Are you connected to Me?

As we read, we will encounter many other themes including:
Salvation. Jesus came to save people from slavery to sin.5 The gospel is a story of the
death of the shepherd for His sheep, of one man for His nation, one life for the life of the
world. It is a story about sin, atonement, life, and knowledge of God.
Eschatology. Jesus came to inaugurate the last things, or the hour.6 In Jesus, God’s
promised last days have come. While we enjoy the blessings of these last days, we also
realize that there is a future hope of their fullness.7 We are living between the already and
the not yet, which is something akin to living between D-day and V-day. Jesus is here,
now, in the person of the Spirit8 and Jesus is coming back again to gather His own.9
The Holy Spirit. Jesus received the Spirit at baptism and is uniquely endowed with the
Spirit.10 Yet He baptizes with the same Spirit. It is in this gospel that we are given the
Spirit as our parakletos, our Counselor/Advocate/Encourager.
Allusions to the Old Testament. Jesus fulfills Old Testament figures and institutions. He
is the new temple, the prophet of whom Moses wrote, the true bread from heaven, the
true Son, the genuine vine, the tabernacle, the serpent in the wilderness, and the Passover.
1

See 3:16; 5:24; 8:51; 17:3.
See 1:14; 5:33; 8:32, 44; 18:38.
3
See 1:4-5, 7; 3:19; 8:12; 12:35-36.
4
See 1:14; 3:5-6, 34; 4:23; 6:51.
5
See 8:34ff.
6
See 4:23; 5:25.
7
See 5:28-30.
8
See 14:23.
9
See 14:1-3.
10
See 3:34.
2
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The People of God. What does it mean to belong to the people of God, to the church?
What are election, life, witness, suffering, fruit bearing, prayer, unity, and a host of other
aspects of life as the people of God?
Ordinances. There is no record of the institution of the Lord’s Supper, yet the bread of
life discourse is probably the most profound statement about what it means to partake of
the body and blood of the Lord Jesus.
Election and faith. Men and women are responsible for believing, and unbelief is
morally culpable. However, faith turns on sovereign election by the Son.11
Signs and faith. The miracles that Jesus performs in the book of John are referred to as
signs. Signs can elicit faith,12 but are not to be depended upon.13 It is better that faith
hears and believes than sees and believes.14
John is writing to evangelize his readers. He seeks to answer such questions as: How can
I know and trust Jesus for salvation? How can I really be sure of the sufficiency of Jesus
when I wasn’t there with Him?
To answer these questions John employs a double testimony. First, the testimonies of
those whom Jesus encountered bear witness to Him. These include John the Baptist, the
disciples, Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman, and a host of others. But, human testimony
is not enough for John. God testifies to Jesus15 and the Hebrew Scriptures testify to Him
as the fulfillment of prophecy.16 Jesus testifies for Himself17 and His works bear witness
to His authority and sufficiency.18
The Gospel of John was written to produce faith and will indeed deepen the faith and
discipleship of believers. In 1:18 John tells us that Jesus has made the unseen God of the
universe known to us. In this verse Jesus is called the exegesato (!"#$#%&'() of God. This
is the Greek word for exegesis which means to explain or to interpret. As we study the
Gospel of John, we will encounter this Jesus who came to exegete the Father. May we
grow ever closer to Him!

11

See 15:16.
See 10:38.
13
See 4:48.
14
See 20:29.
15
See 12:27-30.
16
See 5:37-47.
17
See 8:17-18; 3:34.
18
See 5:36; 10:38.
12
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STUDY ONE: JOHN 1:1-5
IN THE BEGINNING
The first 18 verses of John 1 are often referred to as the
prologue, but a more accurate description might be overture.
Like the overture to an opera, they briefly announce the great
themes which will be developed as the story unfolds. The
rest of the book is an unpacking of these verses.
Read John 1:1-5. Write down any initial thoughts, impressions, or questions you may
have about the text.

1. From these first five verses in John, how would you answer the question, “who is
Jesus?”

2. Respond to the following statement by Lesslie Newbigin:
Although the story [of John] is about a man among men, occupying one place and
time in the created order of time and space, the subject of the story is the one who
stands beyond all time and space, the author of the creation of which he has
become a part.19

19
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3. How do the following passages add to this understanding of “who is Jesus?”
Colossians 1:15-23
Hebrews 1:3

4. John seems to look back to Genesis 1:1-5 in his prologue. What parallels can you find
between John 1:1-5 and Genesis 1:1-5? Why do you think John draws these parallels?
John 1:1-5

Genesis 1:1-5

John begins with the words, “In the beginning was the Word…” He uses a Greek word
loaded with significance, logos (!"#"$). The Greeks had talked about the logos for over
600 years. It was a philosophical term referring to reason,20 rationality, and the laws of
nature. It was considered the unifying principle of the universe. Heraclitus, six centuries
before Christ, said the logos is “always existent,” and that “all things happen through the
logos.” Later, Plato and the Stoic philosophers further developed the concept of logos in
the sense that all things in the universe were considered to be controlled by the logos.
John does something startling. The Word is not merely a principle but a person, a living
being, the Divine Person. Lesslie Newbigin says that these words “alert the reader to the
fact that the story he is going to read has a meaning which will radically redefine even his
most fundamental terms.” 21 In other words, the Logos of the Greek philosophers has
been redefined as the personal, living, and divine Logos.
5. Has the Word radically redefined your most fundamental terms? If so, how?

20
21

It’s where we get the word logic.
Newbigin, 3.

PAGE 5

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH OF SANTA BARBARA

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

6. What does it mean in verse 4 that in the Word “was life, and the life was the light of
men?”

7. What does John 5:26 add to your understanding of this life?

8. The coming of Jesus is the coming of light into the world. What do you think John
means by the light? Do John 1:9, 3:19 and 12:46 add anything to this idea?

9. What does 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 add to this idea of light connected with the coming of
Jesus?

10. What do you think John means when he says that “the darkness has not overcome it?”
What is the darkness into which the light shines?
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11. Do you agree with Lesslie Newbigin’s understanding of the darkness? Why or why
not?
It is what confronts one who turns away from the true source of his being, tries to
find its meaning elsewhere, and is thereby plunged into meaninglessness.22

22

Newbigin, 4.
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STUDY TWO: JOHN 1:6-18
THE LIGHT HAS COME
Go back and read John’s prologue in its totality: John 1:118. Write down any initial thoughts, impressions, or
questions you may have.

1. What are the titles or ascriptions that John gives Jesus (at least 4 or 5)? Try to define
these titles as best you can. Which ones resonate with you? Why?

In verses 6-8 we meet John the Baptist. Each of the four gospels begins with John the
Baptist. The Baptizer is the first of many witnesses that John introduces in his gospel.
2. What does it mean to be a witness? In what sense are you to bear witness about the
light? What is the intended purpose of bearing witness?

3. In verse 9 we learn that the Logos gives light to “every man.” What does this mean?
What does this affirmation tell us about our neighbor who claims to be an atheist?
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4. How do the following verses add to our idea of light in the gospel of John?
3:19-21
11:9-10
12:35-36; 46

In verses 11-13 John confronts us with a decision: “Will you receive the Word?” In verse
12 we discover that receiving Jesus comes through believing in Him, which gives us “the
right to become children of God.” This is the first hint of the idea of new birth which
Jesus will later explain to Nicodemus in chapter 3.
5. Have you experienced new birth? If so, in what ways are you a new person through
your belief in Jesus? If not, perhaps the Scriptures are calling you to believe in Jesus.
Share this with your fellowship group.

Lesslie Newbigin writes, “This believing...implies not only the assent of the mind, but the
allegiance of the whole person.”23
6. Would you describe your belief in Jesus as the allegiance of your whole person? Why
or why not?

7. How would you explain the idea of new birth to someone who has never heard it
before?

23

Newbigin, 7.
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In the first verse of his book John proclaims that the Logos is God. In verse 14 he shocks
his readers by saying that the Logos became flesh. In the Greek world there was nothing
like this. The gods were distant and disinterested. But here, John tells us that God became
flesh. This is commonly referred to as the incarnation.24
8. How does it make you feel to know that God became a human and walked among us?
What does Hebrews 4:15 add to this?

9. John’s encounter with the man Jesus, his living with Jesus, and his glimpse of Jesus’s
glory forever changed his life. How has Jesus affected your life? How has His glory
transformed your view of yourself, your goals, and your dreams?

The words “dwelt among us” literally mean to live in a tent or to tabernacle. Jesus has
become the new localization of God’s presence on earth. He has replaced the ancient
tabernacle given to God’s people to house His very presence. This is why John can say
that they have seen His glory. What is further startling is that Jesus dwells in believers by
His Spirit. Christians are now the tabernacle of God reflecting His glory in this world.
10. Read Ephesians 2:22 and 3:16-17. What does it mean for you to be the dwelling place
of God? How does this affect your private life, your public life, your relationships,
your approach to your work, or your service in the body of Christ?

Jesus was God in the flesh—encountering, teaching, challenging, loving, and caring for
people alienated from God. We are the people of God in whom the Spirit of God dwells.
We have an opportunity to serve others as Jesus did, so that people may see Jesus in us.

24

This idea was so crazy that the earliest theological error regarding Jesus was not to doubt His deity, but
to doubt His humanity. The Docetists claimed that Jesus only seemed to be human. In reality, they believed,
He was merely a spirit. 1 John 4:2-3 addresses this error.
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11. What would it look like for you to take the Spirit of Christ within you and live it out
in the flesh wherever you go?

12. John reminds us in verse 16 that from the fullness of Jesus we have all received grace
upon grace. Take some time to jot down some of the graces that have flowed into
your life from the Lord.

13. John tells us that Jesus was full of grace and truth and that grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. From your knowledge of Jesus, how did he embody these two
concepts? How are these two concepts complimentary? In other words, what would
happen if someone were all grace without truth or all truth without grace? How are
you trying to embody these Christ-like characteristics?
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STUDY THREE: JOHN 1:19-34
THE LAMB OF GOD
One of the major themes that we will see in the Gospel of
John is the idea of witness. John uses the Greek verb for
witness (martyrein) 33 times in his gospel. John begins his
case for belief in Jesus with the witness of John the Baptist.
The Baptist was a strange fellow. He went around wearing
clothes made of camel hair, eating locusts and wild honey,
and baptizing people.25 Despite his eccentricities, he was an extremely popular preacher.
People came to see him from “Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the
Jordan.”26
Why was he so popular? When John came on the scene there had been about 400 years of
prophetic silence. In other words, God had not spoken to His people through a prophet in
a really long time. Along came John, preaching judgment, deliverance, the day of the
Lord, and repentance. It is no wonder that John attracted such a following.
Read John 1:19-34. Write down any initial thoughts, impressions, or questions you have
regarding the passage.

The religious leaders at the time were curious about John’s identity. He immediately
denied being the expected Messiah (the Christ), the one prophesied in Isaiah.
1. Look up the Old Testament passages and fill in the blanks with the names of the other
expected individuals that John denied being.
Malachi 4:5-6

_________________

Deuteronomy 18:15 _________________

25
26

Baptism was originally a Jewish rite that symbolized the washing away of sin.
Matthew 3:5.
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In verse 23 John answers the religious leaders’ questions about his identity by telling
them what his job is and by alluding to Isaiah 40:3.
It (the reference) uses the figure of preparing a road for the king through open and
uneven territory so that he may travel over a smooth highway. John the Baptist
called himself the road builder for one greater than he who would follow him
with a fuller revelation.27
John doesn’t want to steal the spotlight for himself. His job is to magnify the Messiah. In
1:29 John testifies that Jesus is this Messiah: “Look, the lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world!”
2. What do the following passages add to the idea of Jesus as the Lamb of God?
Acts 8:32
1 Peter 1:19
1 Peter 2:22-24
3. Read Isaiah 53. What does this add to your understanding of Jesus’s life, ministry and
role as the suffering servant?

Lambs were used by the Jewish people as sacrifices for sins.28 But, Hebrews 10:1-4
shows us that these Old Testament sacrifices did not effectively take away sins. Rather,
they pointed forward to the ultimate sacrifice, Jesus on the cross. Therefore, Jesus is the
“lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”

27
28

Tenney, 36.
See Genesis 22:2-8; Leviticus 14:10-25, etc.
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4. Look up the following verses in 1 John. What do they say about the atonement
provided by Jesus? How do they explain the meaning of the Baptist’s proclamation?
1 John 1:7
1 John 2:2
1 John 4:9-14
5. What has it meant for your life that Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away your
sins? How has this affected your life, your relationships, your past, and your future?
Share this with your fellowship group.
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STUDY FOUR: JOHN 1:35-51
CONTAGIOUS
Last week we saw John the Baptist testify that Jesus is the
Lamb of God. In our passage today John begins to point his
followers to Jesus. This creates a snowball effect as Andrew
then points his brother Peter toward Jesus. Later, Philip
points his friend Nathanael to Jesus. The good news is
contagious!
Read John 1:35-51. Write down any initial thoughts, impressions, or questions you have
about the passage.

1. Andrew was eager to go share with his brother the news that he had found the
Messiah. He then brought him to Jesus. Have you ever brought someone to Jesus? If
so, share the story with your fellowship group.

2. How did you come to know Jesus? Did someone introduce you to Jesus like Simon
and Nathanael?
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3. In verse 43 we see that Jesus found Philip and said to him “Follow me.” How would
you answer someone who asked you what it means to follow Jesus?

4. Why do you think Jesus renames Simon in verse 42? What do you think this action
means?

Note what Philip says in verse 45. Jesus is the one about whom Moses (the traditional
author of the first five books of the Old Testament) and the prophets wrote. Jesus is the
fulfillment of the Old Testament.
Notice the radical change that Nathanael undergoes when he encounters Jesus. At first he
is skeptical in verse 46. Then his skepticism is shattered and he declares Jesus to be the
Son of God and the King of Israel in verse 49. Many of us may wrestle with or have
wrestled with skepticism regarding Jesus and what He means to us.
5. How are you in regard to this right now? Are you wrestling with skepticism? Share
honestly with your fellowship group. Has Jesus overcome your skepticism? How?

6. Jesus’s statement in verse 51 is very strange. What is Jesus saying? To what does this
image that He uses refer?
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7. How does Genesis 28:10-17 help unlock the meaning of this strange saying of Jesus?
How does this connect with Philip’s testimony of Jesus in verse 45?

8. In what sense might the following passages in John connect with this theme?
John 10:7-9

John 14:6

9. How have you experienced Jesus as the stairway to heaven, the way, or the gate to
God?
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STUDY FIVE: JOHN 2:1-11
NEW WINE
Read John 2:1-11. Write down any initial thoughts,
impressions, or questions you have about the passage.

In the ancient world a wedding would take place on Wednesday night. It would likely
involve the whole town carrying torches in a procession from the bride’s house to the
groom’s house. When they arrived, the couple was married. No liturgy, vows,
pronouncement, kiss, etc. Then, the party would begin and it would last for about a week!
Hospitality was extremely important in the ancient world, and the hosts in this passage
were faced with a serious predicament.
New Testament scholar Merrill Tenney writes:
Refreshments were provided for all guests. Of these, wine was very important. To
fail in providing adequately for the guests would involve social disgrace. In the
closely knit communities of Jesus’s day, such an error would never be forgotten
and would haunt the newly married couple all their lives.29
1. Notice that Mary went to Jesus on behalf of the hosts. Do you go to Jesus on behalf of
those who are in need? If you do, what is this like for you?

29

Tenney, 42.
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2. How do you think the host family felt about what Jesus did for them? What do we
learn about God and His gracious provision from this story? What new wine has God
given you?

The miracle in Cana has an even deeper spiritual significance. Many of Israel’s prophets
foretold of God’s judgment and restoration of the nation through His promised Messiah.
Wine was often a symbol of God’s future blessing.
3. Look up the following passages. How is the image of wine used?
Joel 2:24
Joel 3:18
Amos 9:13-14

The water that Jesus turned to wine came from ceremonial washing pots. Whenever
guests would enter a house for a feast they would wash their hands and feet in a very
specific way, using water from these pots.
4. What do you think it means that Jesus used the water from these ceremonial washing
pots to make the wine?

5. According to verse 11, what was the result of the miracle in Cana?
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In the Bible the glory of God refers to His splendor and majesty. In the Old Testament
God’s glory would fill the temple.30 When the Israelites returned from captivity, the
temple was rebuilt. However, there is no record of God’s glory once again filling the
temple.
6. In light of this, what did it mean that Jesus revealed his glory by performing this
miracle?

7. How did the disciples respond to the revelation of Jesus’s glory?

8. Do you see Jesus’s glory in His gracious provisions for you? How do you respond?

30

I Kings 8:11.
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STUDY SIX: JOHN 2:12-25
A NEW TEMPLE
Read John 2:12-25. Write down any initial thoughts,
impressions, or questions you have about the passage.

1. The cleansing of the temple is recorded in all four gospels.31 Why do you think the
cleansing of the temple is so significant that it is included in all four gospels?

2. Would you expect Jesus to act this way? Why is He concerned over the presence of
those selling animals in the temple? In John, there is no suggestion that the money
changers were dishonest.

3. Look up the following Old Testament passages. What do they indicate about Jesus’s
possible motives for cleansing the temple?
Zechariah 14:21 (note the variant reading)
Malachi 3:1-4

31

Matthew 21:12-17, Mark 11:12-19, and Luke 19:45-47.
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The prophet Zechariah told of a day when there would be no merchants or traders in the
temple. Malachi speaks of the Lord coming to the temple as a refiner and purifier. By
cleansing the temple, Jesus announced that the Messiah was there! The temple has been
cleansed!
Why was it necessary for the temple to be cleansed? William Hendrickson gives us a
picture of the corruption surrounding the temple:
The court of the Gentiles [in the temple] had been changed into what must have
resembled a stockyard. There was the stench and the filth, the bleating and the
lowing of animals, destined for sacrifice. It is true in the abstract that each
worshipper was allowed to bring to the temple an animal of his own selection.
But let him try it! In all likelihood it would not be approved by the judges, the
privileged venders who filled the money-chests of Annas [the high priest]!
Hence, to save trouble and disappointment, animals for sacrifice were bought
right here in the outer court. . . Of course, the dealers in cattle and sheep would be
tempted to charge exorbitant prices for such animals. They would exploit the
worshippers. . . And then there were the money-changers, sitting cross-legged
behind their little coin-covered tables. They gave the worshipper lawful, Jewish
coin in exchange for foreign currency. It must be borne in mind that only Jewish
coins were allowed to be offered in the temple, and every worshipper. . . had to
pay the annual temple tribute of half a shekel (cf. Ex. 30:13). The moneychangers would charge a certain fee for every exchange-transaction.32
The temple was in desperate need of cleansing because of its corruption.
When asked for a sign of His authority, Jesus could have said, “I just gave you a sign by
cleaning up the temple.” Instead He predicted both His own death and resurrection and
the destruction of the temple built by Herod, which was destroyed by the Romans in 70
A.D.
The temple was the place of sacrifice, the means by which sin was put away and men and
women were brought into right relationships with God. But the death of Jesus as the one
true sacrifice made the temple sacrifices obsolete. The blood of animals was no longer
necessary.
The temple was also the dwelling place of God’s glory. But, in Jesus, the Word of God
came to tabernacle among us and we have seen His glory.33 Jesus became the Temple
where God dwelled in the fullness of grace and truth. Jesus predicted that the Jews would
destroy this Temple, but that He would raise it up. His body would be the true Temple,
built of living stones and growing into fullness. The earthly temple was destroyed by the
Roman general Titus in 70 A.D. But, the true Temple lives on!

32
33

Hendrickson, 122.
1:14.
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4. Read and discuss the following texts in light of John 2:12-25.
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 (take note that the you is plural in the Greek)
1 Corinthians 6:19
Ephesians 2:19-22
1 Peter 2:4-5
When Jesus cleanses the temple, He is intent on protecting the Father’s reputation: “How
dare you turn My Father’s house into a market!”
5. Think through this statement with regard to the above passages. If Jesus was
concerned for the purity of temple worship, what should our concern be for the purity
of the church? (Note: the church is more than a building where we meet.)

6. As a part of the new temple, how has Jesus cleansed your life? What sort of
corruption has He removed?

7. Have you ever thought of Calvary Baptist as a temple of Jesus? Would He be pleased
with our corporate worship? Why or why not?
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8. Think about your own involvement in our corporate worship. Read Hebrews 10:1925. These scriptures follow the author’s explanation about Jesus’s sacrifice replacing
worship in the earthly tabernacle. How do you structure your week and your Sunday
to make a contribution to our worship together?

9. How might 1 Corinthians 14:26 help you prepare for Sunday?
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STUDY SEVEN: JOHN 3:1-21
A NEW BIRTH
Whatever our background, whether we were addicted to
drugs or success, whether we were liars, sexually immoral, or
converted at age seven, becoming a Christian is always a
miracle. No one comes into the kingdom of God merely by
going to church, knowing a lot of scripture, or obeying the
law. In these verses Jesus explains the only way into the
kingdom.
Read John 3:1-21. Write down any initial thoughts, impressions, or questions you have
about the passage.

When Jesus walked the earth, the Pharisees had been around for about 200 years. They
began as the hasidim (the godly Jews) who were faithful to God during the time between
the Old and New Testaments. The Pharisees were a lay movement of non-priestly Jews
whose number had grown to about 7,000 at the time of Jesus. Nicodemus had risen to the
top as a member of the Sanhedrin, the ruling council of the Pharisees. This prominent
religious leader was drawn to Jesus.
1. What attracts you to Jesus? Why do you continue to come to Him?

In verse 3 Jesus gives the startling statement that “unless one is born again he cannot see
the kingdom of God.” Born again is the translation of the Greek word anothen
(!"#$%"), which can also be translated born from above.
2. What do you think the different translations emphasize?
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Both senses of the word are probably true and John may have had both in mind. We
might even translate the verse as “unless a man is born again from above…”
These words are arguably the most surprising words in the New Testament. The Jews
were looking for the kingdom of God to come in an external fashion. The Messiah would
come, overthrow the Romans, and rule Israel from Jerusalem. But Jesus shocks
Nicodemus by implying that He has inaugurated the kingdom, and entrance into it is
through spiritual new birth!
3. How do we see this same surprise in the synoptic gospels?34
Luke 4:17-20
Mark 1:15
Matthew 4:23
Matthew 11:2-6
Notice in these verses that the kingdom foretold by the Old Testament prophets has
arrived, partially, in the person and ministry of Jesus.
4. How does one participate in this kingdom? What does it take to get in? How does
Jesus’s conversation with Nicodemus answer these questions?

In 3:5 Jesus speaks of being born of water and of the spirit. What does Jesus mean by
these terms? Here are some options various commentators give:
1. Some take water to refer to physical birth (accompanied by watery fluid) and spirit
to refer to entry into the kingdom of God (getting saved).
2. Others take water and spirit both as referring to spiritual birth.
3. Still others see water as referring to John’s baptizing in the Jordan. In this case
Jesus says, “You need to repent, as John has commanded, and be baptized in the
Holy Spirit.”
34

The synoptic gospels are Matthew, Mark, and Luke. The term “synoptic” means to take a common view.
Since the first three gospels are so similar, they are commonly referred to as the synoptic gospels.
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5. What do we learn about the Holy Spirit in this dialogue? In what way is the Holy
Spirit similar to wind? What is Jesus’s point in verse 8? Compare this to the coming
of the Spirit in Acts 2.

6. John 3:16-21 are among the most loved and most famous verses in the Bible. Read
these with care. We speak of becoming saved. According to these verses, what are we
saved from?

7. Why do you think John 3:16 is possibly the most famous verse in the Bible?

It is clear from Jesus’s words that to be a believer is not simply a matter of learning
something new or believing a set of propositions. It is a matter of regeneration. It is not
just a new seeing, or believing, but a new being. We must be born again!
8. How have you experienced transformation in Christ? What does your new birth look
like? Be prepared to share this with your fellowship group.
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STUDY EIGHT: JOHN 3:22-36
A CLOSING TESTIMONY
Read John 3:22-36. Write down any initial thoughts,
impressions, or questions you have about the passage.

This is the final speech of John the Baptist in this gospel. We know from the study of
history that John the Baptist had followers for centuries. Some of these followers claimed
that he was actually the Messiah. Here the Apostle John wants to set the record straight.
Before he was executed,35 the Baptist pointed to Jesus as the Messiah!
1. What do we learn about John the Baptist from this story?

According to verse 25, the conversation involves ceremonial washing. A potential
conflict was brewing. They come to John saying, “John, do something. Everyone is going
over to Jesus’s side. He is becoming more popular than you are.”
2. What is John’s response? Try to outline John’s answer to this question. In what ways
does John point to the supremacy of Jesus?

35

The story of John’s death is recorded in Matthew 14.
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John refers to Jesus as the bridegroom in verse 29. This is a theme that consistently runs
through the scriptures. Isaiah 62:5 says, “As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so
shall your God rejoice over you.” The image of God being married to His people is a
picture of the closest possible union two persons can attain.
3. Does this analogy resonate with you? Why or why not? How does it speak to your
relationship with God?

4. John makes a powerful statement in verse 30, “He (Jesus) must increase, but I must
decrease.” What do you think John means by this statement? Are you able to make
the same statement? Why or why not?

Verse 3:36 is the climax of the chapter. To believe in the Son is to receive eternal life and
to reject the Son is to receive the wrath of God. For John there is no middle ground, no
third way. We are either believers or we are outside the kingdom of God.
5. The wrath of God can be a stumbling block for a person. How does it settle with you?
What do you think about the wrath of God?

6. If God’s wrath is real and abiding, how should we then speak with our non-believing
friends and acquaintances?
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7. Take some time and use the space below to write a list of friends, family members,
relatives, co-workers, neighbors or others whom you know that do not know Jesus.
Take time to pray for them. Pray that God would reveal Himself to them and that He
would reveal to you how you might reach out to them with the good news of eternal
life in Jesus. Be ready to share with your fellowship group about how this goes.
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STUDY NINE: JOHN 4:1-30
LIVING WATER
After visiting Jerusalem in Judea, Jesus headed north to
Galilee. At this time Palestine was a very small country.36
There were three main regions: Judea in the south, Galilee in
the north, and Samaria in between the two. The most direct
route from Judea to Galilee passed directly through Samaria.
But Jews hated Samaritans with such intensity that they often
took a longer roundabout route in order to avoid contact with the Samaritans.
The animosity between Jews and Samaritans went back for centuries. When King
Solomon died in 931 B.C., Israel split into two kingdoms, with Israel in the north and
Judea in the south.37 In 722 B.C. the northern kingdom, Israel, was captured by the
Assyrians.38 The whole northern region was now called Samaria. Inter-marriage with the
Assyrians became common in this region, as did religious syncretism.39 In about 400
B.C. the Samaritans built their own temple on Mount Gerizim, further intensifying the
division between the north and the south. Jews from Judea in the south saw themselves as
pure both religiously and racially, and therefore hated every Samaritan. Samaritans had,
after all, compromised both their religion and their heritage.
Read John 4:1-30. Write down any initial thoughts, impressions, or questions you have
about the passage.

Jesus breaks through several cultural and religious barriers in order to speak with the
woman at the well. First of all, she is a Samaritan. Secondly, she is a woman. It was
unacceptable for a man to speak with a woman in public during this time. Rabbis would
even avoid conversation with women from their own families, and conversing with any
other woman was unheard of.
36

It was about 100 miles long.
1 Kings 12:1-24.
38
2 Kings 17:1ff.
39
Syncretism is the blending of religions.
37
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1. How does Jesus apparently feel about Samaritans? Give evidence from the story.

2. How does this story show that Jesus’s attitude towards women was different from the
usual Jewish attitude?

3. What cultural/racial barriers do we face with those we encounter in Santa Barbara?
How can we break through these barriers?

4. What do you think Jesus means by living water? What does this vivid language evoke
for you?

5. Is Jesus’s living water leaping and welling up inside you? How is its presence or
absence affecting your life? What can you do to allow the living water to well up in
you?
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When the woman first realizes Jesus’ prophetic knowledge of her life, she quickly
changes the topic of conversation. “Let’s talk theology,” she says. “Where is the best
place to worship?” she asks. “In Jerusalem or on Mt. Gerizim?”
6. Why do you think that she is dodging Jesus’s question? Is it like the person who,
when confronted with the gospel, says, “Well, yeah, but what about flying saucers?
What about dinosaurs? Who made God?” Or do you think she really wanted to know,
“Who is right? The Jews or the Samaritans?”

7. How did Jesus confront your sin as you came to trust in Him? Was your response
similar to the woman at the well? How does He confront you now and how do you
respond?

8. How does Jesus answer her question? What is His view of worship? What can we
learn from His answer for our own worship?

In verse 26 Jesus makes a direct claim to be the Messiah by using the Greek words ego
eimi (!"# !$µ$) which literally reads “I, I am.” The same self-designation in 8:58 prompts
Jesus’s opponents to call for His stoning. It is also the same self-designation that God
frequently uses throughout the Old Testament.40 Commentators point out that these words
show Jesus’s divine consciousness.

40

Exodus 3:14; Deuteronomy 32:39; Isaiah 41:4, 43:10.
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9. Notice how the woman gradually changes her view of Jesus’s identity as the story
progresses. How does this woman identify Jesus in each of the following verses?
4:9
4:11
4:19
4:29
10. In verse 39 it tells us that by the end of Jesus’s time in Sychar, “many of the
Samaritans from that town believed in Him.” What makes Jesus such an effective
evangelist? What can we learn from Him about interacting with non-believers?
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STUDY TEN: JOHN 4:31-45
JESUS’S FOOD
Skim through the previous study and John 4:1-30 to refresh
your memory. This week we look at the second half of the
story of Jesus in Samaria.
Read John 4:31-45. Write down any initial thoughts,
impressions, or questions you have about the passage.

After Jesus’s encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well, He speaks with His
disciples. It is interesting to note the disciples’ behavior and how Jesus interacts with
them.
1. What are the disciples concerned about and how does Jesus respond to them?

2. What do you think Jesus means in verse 34 when He says, “My food is to do the will
of Him who sent me and to accomplish His work?”
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3. Why does Jesus compare the will and work of God with food?

Throughout the Gospel of John, Jesus challenges us in the area of our appetites. Here the
disciples seem to be more concerned about physical food than spiritual food. Jesus was
weary,41 and thirsty, and certainly hungry. Nevertheless, He put spiritual matters above
physical comfort. Jesus had an appetite for spiritual food. While the disciples were out
buying food (a good thing), Jesus was winning souls (a far better thing).
4. Have you ever thought of evangelism as a source of spiritual food? How might
sharing your faith and seeing others come to know God nourish your soul?

5. How is your appetite for this type of spiritual food? Be honest. How can you cultivate
an appetite for sharing Jesus with others?

6. What does Jesus mean when He talks about the ripe fields in verses 35–38? Why does
He use the analogy of farming and harvesting?

41

John 4:6.
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Jesus declares that the fields of human souls are ripe for harvest and immediately we see
the fruitfulness of the Samaritan woman in verses 39–42.
7. What was the result of the ministry of Jesus in Samaria, according to these verses?

Upon coming to Samaria, the disciples possibly thought, “We can never convince anyone
here. Samaritans are hard-hearted enemies of our people.” Later, Jesus told them to look
at the fields that were white for harvest.
8. Read 1 Corinthians 3:5-9. What does Paul add to our theology of evangelism with his
farming analogy? How might this encourage you as you share your faith with others?
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STUDY ELEVEN: JOHN 4:46-54
THE HEALING OF THE BOY
After Jesus and His disciples leave Samaria, they arrive once
again in Cana of Galilee where He had previously performed
His first sign.42 Here Jesus performs the second of the seven
signs we encounter in John’s gospel.
Read John 4:46-54. Write down any initial thoughts,
impressions, or questions you have about the passage.

1. Why do you think this miraculous sign is so significant that John would record it as
opposed to other miracles Jesus had performed in Jerusalem?43

2. Is the location of this second sign a mere coincidence or is it connected with the water
to wine miracle in Cana previously recorded in 2:1-12?

42
43

John 2:1-12.
It is apparent that Jesus did many other signs not recorded in John. For example, see 3:2 and 20:30-31.
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The two stories deal with the relationship between miracles and faith. When Jesus
revealed His glory by turning a great amount of water into wine, “His disciples put their
faith in Him.”44 The miracle increased, or even created, faith. The disciples have seen and
now believe.
In the case of the government official, faith precedes the miracle. According to verse 50,
as soon as Jesus told him that his son would live, he took Jesus at His word and departed.
The disciples believed because of what they saw. The government official is one of
“those who have not seen and yet believed.”45
3. What do you think about the relationship between faith and miracles? Is seeing
believing or is believing seeing?

Notice that the government official had faith before Jesus performed the miraculous sign.
Then, in verse 53, after his son was healed “he himself believed, and all his household.”
Even though miraculous signs ought to be preceded by faith, they also strengthen faith.
4. What do you think about Jesus’s initial rebuff of the official’s request in verse 48? It
sounds a bit harsh. Is Jesus testing the man’s faith? Or does Jesus want His message
to have priority over His methods?

5. Paul also criticizes Jews for being overly fascinated with miraculous signs in 1
Corinthians 1:22. Are we, 21st century Americans, in danger of being overly
fascinated with miracles? Why or why not?

44
45

2:11.
20:29.

PAGE 39

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH OF SANTA BARBARA

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

6. What is the difference between a miraculous sign and merely a miracle? What is the
purpose of a sign?

Miraculous signs are indeed amazing, but they are not signs unless they lead to a concern
for the One to whom they point and whose glory they signify. We must push beyond the
miracles to seek the Lord who works them. It is in obeying His commands and trusting
His promises that true faith is expressed. When we learn to trust Him and place our faith
in Him, we begin to exist for Him, not Him for us.
7. The official is persistent. He could not care less about a sign. He wants his son to
live! Does this illustrate anything about the nature of prayer?

8. Have you ever approached Jesus in such desperation? What was the result?
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STUDY TWELVE: JOHN 5:1-18
THE HEALING OF THE INVALID
Read John 5:1-18. Write down any initial thoughts,
impressions, or questions you have about the passage.

Jesus goes back to Jerusalem to perform His third sign. He seeks out a man to heal.
Unlike the incidents in Cana there is no request for healing and no demonstration of faith.
The man had been an invalid for 38 years! His paralysis probably became a part of his
identity. “Do you want to get well?” Jesus asks in verse 6. His answer shows despair over
his circumstances rather than desire to be healed. “No one will help me into the water.”
1. Do you know anyone (possibly yourself) who is afraid to be healed of a particular
affliction, someone who needs to be asked the same question, “Do you want to get
well?”

Jesus speaks and two things happen. The man is healed and the Jews are incensed. “Hey.
Whoa, wait just a minute. What are you doing carrying your bed on the Sabbath? That’s
against the law!”
We find a particular concern on the part of the Jews with the fact that Jesus was a
Sabbath breaker. Biblical scholar Lesslie Newbigin writes, “The law of the sabbatical rest
was perhaps the most important of all the bulwarks by which Judaism was protected from
erosion by the encompassing paganism.”46
46

Newbigin, 64.
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Accordingly, the Jews argued and wrote laws about the most minute areas of life. Thirtynine categories of work were categorized which broke the keeping of the Sabbath. To
carry any load was considered work. Thus, rabbis would sit around and argue whether a
man was sinning if he carried a needle in his robe on the Sabbath or whether he could
wear his artificial teeth or his wooden leg.
2. What does it reveal about the spiritual condition of the Jews that they were more
concerned about the man carrying his mat than the fact that he was healed? What
similar pitfalls can we easily fall into as 21st century Christians?

In verse 11 the paralytic appeals to the authority of “the man who healed me.” The text
tells us that the man did not know who it was that healed him because Jesus had drawn
away.
3. Why do you think Jesus performed this miracle anonymously?

Later, in verse 14, Jesus finds the man and tells him to “sin no more, that nothing worse
may happen to you.”
4. What does Jesus mean by this? Is He saying that this man was a paralytic because of
his sin, and that if we sin we will suffer?
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In verses 16-17, when Jesus is persecuted because He is healing (working) on the
Sabbath, He appeals to the authority of the Father. The Father keeps working on the
Sabbath and so does the Son.
5. Why do you think Jesus uses this defense? What do you think He means?

At this point the story intensifies. Verse 18 shows the increasing hostility of the Jewish
leaders toward Jesus:
This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him. Because not only
was He breaking the Sabbath, but He was even calling God His own Father,
making Himself equal with God.
6. The purpose of John’s gospel is to lead the reader toward belief.47 Consider the last
two signs of Jesus (the healing of the boy and the invalid). What effect do they have
on you?

47

John 20:30-31.
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STUDY THIRTEEN: JOHN 5:16-29
THE AUTHORITY OF THE SON
In our passage this week, Jesus speaks a great deal about
Himself. As you examine His words, consider what they
teach about Him, and take the opportunity to praise and
worship Him.
Read John 5:16-29. Write down any initial thoughts,
impressions, or questions you have about the passage.

1. According to verses 16 and 18, why did the Jews oppose Jesus?

2. How did the way Jesus answered the Jewish leaders in verse 17 only intensify their
opposition to Him?
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3. Examine the following verses very carefully. What do we learn from them about the
Father’s relationship with the Son, and the Son’s submission and dependence upon
the Father? In what areas does Jesus claim to be equal with God the Father?
5:17
5:19
5:20
5:21
5:22-23
5:24
5:26

4. How do these verses relate to John 1:1 and 1:18?

Does biblical scholar Merrill C. Tenney’s comments on verse 19 help clarify this?
The Son is dependent on the Father. He does not act independently apart from the
Father’s will and purpose. Throughout this Gospel, Jesus continually asserted that
His work was to do the will of the Father (4:34; 5:30; 8:28; 12:50; 15:10).
Equality of nature, identity of objective, and subordination of will are interrelated
in Christ. John presents Him as the Son, not as the slave of God, yet as the perfect
agent of the divine purpose and the complete revelation of the divine nature.48

5. What claims does Jesus make about Himself in verse 24? What is the promise? When
does someone receive this promise? Have you received it?

48

Tenney, 64.
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6. In verse 25 Jesus speaks of a time that “has now come.” Who are the dead who
already hear and live?

7. In verses 28 and 29 Jesus speaks of a time that is still future. How will that
resurrection be different from the one in verse 25?

8. In verse 27 Jesus claims that He will judge the masses of humanity. What qualifies
Jesus to judge all people?

Do these words from C. S. Lewis help at all?
In the mouth of any speaker who is not God, these words would imply what I can
only regard as a silliness and conceit unrivaled by any character in history…You
must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God; or else a
madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him
and kill him as a demon, or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God.49

49

Mere Christianity, 55-56.
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STUDY FOURTEEN: JOHN 5:30-47
WITNESSES TO JESUS
Read John 5:30-47. Write down any initial thoughts,
impressions, or questions you have about the passage.

1. Consider Jesus’s example to us in verse 30. What does this mean for you personally?
Take a moment to ask God to show you how you can follow Jesus’s example.

2. Bearing witness is an important theme in the Gospel of John. In verse 31 Jesus tells
us that His witness is not enough. In verses 31-46 Jesus mentions other witnesses to
Himself. Who or what are they?
5:32-35 (Does verse 32 refer to the Father or John the Baptist?)
5:36
5:37
5:39
5:46
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3. In John 15:26-27 Jesus tells us that there are other witnesses to Him. Who are they?

4. What is Jesus saying about the Scriptures in verses 38-40? What was their problem?

5. In what ways do the Old Testament scriptures testify about Jesus? How does this
affect the way you read, study, and understand the Scriptures?

6. What is the secret of spiritual life, according to verse 40? Have you come to Jesus?
Why or why not?

7. In verse 44 what is the glory that comes from God? How might we “seek the glory
that comes from the only God?”

PAGE 48

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH OF SANTA BARBARA

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

8. Moses is traditionally considered the author of the Pentateuch, the first five books of
the Old Testament. How is it that Moses wrote about Jesus, according to verse 46?

9. Jesus is far from a passive defender in these verses. What accusations does He make
about His opponents? Record as many as you can find.

10. Do you at all stand under the same accusations? If so, why? Take some time to
confess these to God and ask Him to work in these areas of your life.
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STUDY FIFTEEN: JOHN 6:1-15
FEEDING FIVE THOUSAND
John chapter 6 marks the turning point in Jesus’s ministry.
His popularity is at an all time high and the people want to
make Him a king. Rejecting the crown, Jesus calls for a
greater commitment on the part of His followers and sets His
course toward the cross in Jerusalem. At this, His followers
begin to abandon him.
Read John 6:1-15. Write down any initial thoughts, impressions, or questions you have
about the passage.

The feeding of the 5,000 is Jesus’s fourth sign in the Gospel of John, and it is the only
miracle that appears in all four gospels.
1. When do the events of this chapter take place? Is this significant? Why or why not?

2. Notice the bumbling disciples. Jesus tests them. What do you think of the response of
Philip and Andrew? What were they thinking? Do you identify with either of them?

3. Why do you think Jesus tests the disciples?
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Jesus challenges His disciples, and us, with need. This need could be for spiritual bread
of life or for material bread, or for any other need that cries out to be met. When we are
faced with the need, Jesus asks us individually, and as church communities, “where shall
we buy bread for these people to eat?” In other words, “how shall we meet this need?”
Perhaps Jesus tests His people because He is concerned more for our growth than for our
comfort.
4. Has Jesus ever tested you in this way? If so, how have you grown through this
experience?

5. The details of John’s gospel often reveal profound theological truth. What do you
think is revealed by the details John includes in verses 11 and 12?

6. What is the significance of the twelve baskets that were left over in verse 13? What
do you think the disciples were thinking and feeling as they collected the leftovers?

7. What does this text offer to us during apparently impossible situations?
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8. How does this story compare to the words of the Psalmist in Psalm 107:4-9?

After the people eat and are satisfied, they get excited. They wonder if this could be the
prophet foretold by Moses in Deuteronomy 18:15:
The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from
your brothers – it is to him you shall listen.
9. Moses had provided food in the desert.50 Now this Rabbi was doing the same. Why
do you think Jesus eludes the grasp of the people and slips away for a time of
solitude?

10. The function of a sign is to point away from itself toward something else. How does
the feeding of the 5,000 function as a sign?
How does it point toward God? What does it point out about Him?

What does it reveal about Jesus’s mission and character?

What response does it invite?

11. Does Jesus still meet needs supernaturally today? What evidence does your life offer?

50

Exodus 16:11-36.
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STUDY SIXTEEN: JOHN 6:16-21
WALKING ON THE SEA
In the evening, after feeding the 5,000, Jesus’s disciples
climb into a boat to make the five mile trip across the Sea of
Tiberias. The wind kicks up, making the sea rough, which
was common on the lake in the evening. Here Jesus performs
His fifth miraculous sign.
Read John 6:16-21. Write down any initial thoughts, impressions, or questions you have
about the passage.

Remember, details matter in John. John’s references to night and darkness in verses 16
and 17 are too carefully placed to be understood as simple details. These references make
the point that the light has come and is conquering the darkness.51
The disciples were halfway across the sea when they saw Jesus walking on water. They
were understandably more terrified of Him than they were of the storm.
1. Imagine if you were in the boat with the disciples. What would you feel if you saw
someone walking on the sea? How would you respond?

51

6:17; 12:35; 20:1; 3:2; 9:4; 11:10; 13:30; 21:3.
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In response to the disciples’ fear, Jesus utters a veiled claim to deity. “It is I,” or, “I, I
am.” In other words, they are terrified and Jesus comes to them and says, “I am God.”
2. Why do you think Jesus claims to be God at this unusual point in this unusual story?

3. How did the disciples respond after Jesus spoke to them? What was the result?

As we mentioned earlier, the disciples were halfway across the sea when they saw Jesus
walking on water. They still had a couple more miles of rowing when they welcomed
Jesus into the boat. However, the passage tells us that, “immediately the boat was at the
land to which they were going.” Obviously, this is another supernatural occurrence.
4. What are the lessons for us, as John’s readers, in this sign performed by Jesus?

5. Again, the function of a sign is to point away from itself toward something else. How
does Jesus’s walking on the sea, and the boat’s immediate arrival at land, function as
a sign?
How does it point toward God? What does it point out about Him?

What does it reveal about Jesus’s mission and character?

What response does it invite?
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6. How does this sign compare to the words of the Psalmist in Psalm 107:23-32?

7. Has Jesus ever revealed Himself to you in the midst of a storm? If so, how has He
walked into the storms of your life? In what ways has He been a calming presence in
your life?

8. What is the adverse wind in your life today? What might Jesus do for you if you take
Him into your boat? Will you ask Him into your circumstances now?
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STUDY SEVENTEEN: JOHN 6:22-40
THE BREAD OF LIFE
On the other side of the lake, Jesus gets involved in a
dialogue with the Jewish people. He takes the opportunity to
interpret the miracle of the feeding of the 5000. This is
perhaps the most significant part of John 6.
Read John 6:22-40. Write down any initial thoughts,
impressions, or questions you have about the passage.

1. According to Jesus in verse 26, why did the people pursue Him?

2. The Galileans saw Jesus primarily as someone to meet their materialistic needs. How
does Jesus respond to this?

3. Have you ever seen Jesus primarily in this way? If so, why?
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4. What are the implications of verse 29? How does this verse summarize the entire
gospel?

In verses 30-31 the Jews request a sign that would compare to the experience of their
ancestors in the wilderness when God fed them with bread from heaven.52 Jesus uses
their reference to teach them about Himself.
5. What do verses 32-40 teach us about Jesus?

Verse 6:35 contains the first of the great I am statements in John. These are direct claims
of Jesus regarding Himself. He says, “I am the bread of life.” In other words, Jesus claims
to be the answer to the hunger of the human spirit. Jesus tells us that if we come to Him,
we will never hunger and that if we believe in Him, we shall never thirst.
6. Jesus tells us that to be spiritually satisfied, we must come to Him and believe in Him.
How are you regularly coming to Jesus in faith? How has He satisfied your spiritual
hunger and quenched your spiritual thirst?

7. What obstacles do you personally face in coming to Jesus in faith for the satisfaction
of your soul?

52

Exodus 16:4-35.
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8. John contrasted Jesus with the material bread the Jews mistakenly sought. What kind
of bread do modern people mistakenly seek to satisfy their hungers?

9. The idea of having our spiritual appetites satisfied in God is not a new one. Read
Isaiah 55:1-3. What does this passage add to the discussion?

10. Take some time to meditate on the following quotes by C.S. Lewis and John Piper.
Be prepared to discuss them in your fellowship group.
If we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the
rewards promised in the Gospels, it would seem that our Lord finds our desires not
too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and
sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to
go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the
offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.
-- C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory
If we don’t feel strong desires for the manifestation of the glory of God, it is not
because we have drunk deeply and are satisfied. It is because we have nibbled so
long at the table of the world. Our soul is stuffed with small things, and there is no
room for the great. God did not create you for this. There is an appetite for God.
And it can be awakened.
-- John Piper, A Hunger For God
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STUDY EIGHTEEN: JOHN 6:41-59
FEEDING ON JESUS CHRIST
In our passage this week Jesus continues His bread of life
discourse, intensifying His claims and demands. Take a few
moments to skim chapter 6 to refresh your memory before
reading this week’s passage.
Read John 6:41-59. Write down any initial thoughts,
impressions, or questions you have about the passage.

1. In verses 41-42 how do the Jews respond to Jesus’s claims? Does 4:44 lend any
insight into why they respond this way?

2. According to verses 44-45, what part does God play in the process of a person
coming to know Jesus? What part does the person play?
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3. The people wanted Jesus to literally give them bread from heaven, just as Moses gave
manna to their ancestors in the wilderness. What does Jesus say about the bread from
heaven in our passage?

In verse 51 Jesus connects I am the bread of life with actually eating His flesh. The idea
of eating Jesus’s flesh and drinking His blood is shocking and must have been repulsive
to the Jews. Leviticus 17:10-14 tells us that to eat flesh and especially to drink blood is
against the law of Moses and would alienate one from Israel.
Jesus intensifies this offensive idea by using the present tense of eat. The past (aorist)
tense of the verb means to consume with decisive action. But in verses 54 and 56, Jesus
uses the present tense which means to gnaw, to chew or to munch upon. The English
Standard version translates this word as feeds.
4. What does it mean to eat the flesh of Jesus? What did Jesus have in mind with this
figure of speech?

In telling the Jews to eat His flesh and drink His blood, Jesus is drawing a distinct parallel
with the Passover Lamb. Remember, in 1:29 John the Baptist declared Jesus to be “the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” The Passover Lamb signaled the
beginning of the exodus from slavery for the Israelites. They were to slay a lamb without
blemish, put its blood on their doorposts and lintels, and then consume it.53 By telling
them to feed upon Him, Jesus is saying that He is the ultimate Passover Lamb, signaling
their exodus from slavery to sin, death and hell.
5. What does Jesus’s grammatical intensification add to this idea? What does it mean to
feed on the flesh of Jesus and drink His blood?

53

Exodus 12.
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6. What does Jesus mean in verse 51 when he says, “the bread that I will give for the life
of the world is My flesh?”

7. How would you describe your spiritual diet? Junk food, baby food, TV dinners,
Blenders on the run, left-overs, pure bread and wine? Explain how your current
spiritual diet sustains or doesn’t sustain you.

8. Are you still looking for sustenance in anything less than the true bread? Or, have you
eaten and drunk Jesus once and for all, and do you eat and drink Jesus regularly?
How is this affecting your life?
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STUDY NINETEEN: JOHN 6:60-71
TO WHOM SHALL WE GO?
As mentioned earlier, John chapter 6 marks a turning point in
Jesus’s ministry. His popularity goes from an all time high to
an all time low. Jesus not only disappoints the people’s
expectations for a king to conquer the Romans, but He also
calls for a greater, more radical commitment on the part of
His followers. As Jesus sets His face toward the cross, His
followers begin to abandon Him.
Read John 6:60-71. Write down any initial thoughts, impressions, or questions you have
about the passage.

1. Reviewing the passages from the last several weeks, how would you summarize the
hard saying of Jesus? Do you agree with the disciples that this is a hard saying or
not?54

2. Is having to eat and drink Jesus still harsh for modern Christians? Why or why not?

3. How does Jesus respond to the grumbling of His disciples?

54

Note: the Greek word implies harsh, in that it is hard to accept, rather than hard to understand.
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4. What does Jesus mean in verse 63 when He says, “The words that I have spoken to
you are spirit and life?”

5. As you read the words of Jesus, do you find spirit and life in them? If so, how? If not,
why not?

6. Verse 64 indicates that Jesus had a foreknowledge not only of the faith of His
followers, but also of their moral decisions (in this case, betrayal). How does it affect
your relationship with Jesus to know that He knows your thoughts, decisions, and
actions long before you enact them?

7. Verse 65 shows us God’s sovereignty over our salvation. Not one of us who claim to
have an intimate relationship with Jesus came to Him apart from the will of the
Father. How does this affect the way you understand your salvation?

8. How do you think Jesus felt when many of His disciples turned away from Him?
How have the people’s attitudes toward Jesus changed since verses 14 and 15?
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9. Have you ever known someone who turned away from following Jesus? How did this
make you feel?

10. Why do you think Peter and the other disciples decided to stay? How do verses 65
and 70 relate to this?

11. In our day and age, to whom or to where do we often go for our source of life?

12. Do you go to Jesus for words of eternal life? If so, what does that look like? If not,
why not?

13. What keeps you from turning away from Jesus when life gets hard or when you are
confronted by the difficulties of His teachings?
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