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RE-INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
Welcome back to our study of the Gospel of John! The reason we’re looking at the book
of John is because many people make a case that it is the most comprehensive and
penetrating answer to the central question of history: “Who is Jesus Christ?”
Why is that question the central question of history? Well, if you get a bunch of educated
people together and ask them to make a list of the six people who have had the most
influence on humanity, every list would have, at least, four names: Buddha, Jesus,
Mohammad, and Karl Marx. But among those four, only one of them is put forth as being
God Himself, the divine Creator. Every other person who ever made a claim like that has
been dismissed as a crackpot, except this one. How did He get away with it? Why would
one of the three or four, or maybe even the most influential figure in the history of the
world, make claims like that?
No thinking person can possibly form a philosophy of life without first asking the
question: “Who is Jesus Christ?” We must find out whether those claims of His are a
sham or not. There is no way around them. We must look at them. We must think about
them. It is the only honest way to develop a philosophy of life. Therefore, we go to the
Gospel of John.
In John 20:30-31 the Apostle tells us why he wrote his book:
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name.
John wrote his gospel that you may believe that Jesus is who He says He is. John wrote to
cultivate faith in the person of Jesus. The fact that Jesus lived is, for the most part, a
foregone conclusion in this day and age. Few people disbelieve that Jesus existed.
However, John wrote so that we would believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
This is where many part company. Yes, Jesus lived 2000 years ago, but who was He?
John unabashedly proclaims that this Jesus is the Christ, the long-expected Jewish
Messiah, and indeed the Son of God.
Why is this important to us? John writes that by believing you may have life in His name.
It is a matter of life. As we read, study, and discuss John’s gospel, we must continue to
ask ourselves, “Do I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God? Do I have life in His
name?”
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STUDY TWENTY: JOHN 7:1-9
JESUS AND THE WORLD
In chapter seven we see that Jesus stays away from
southern Israel because it is too dangerous. The prominent
Jews there are still furious at Jesus for healing a man on the
Sabbath, and for claiming authority to do so by claiming to
be God.1 From now on, John records numerous attempts by
the Jewish leaders to kill Jesus.2
Jesus’s brothers taunt Him, “Quit hiding your ability, go to Jerusalem. That’s where You
can make a name for Yourself and become king!” Jesus refuses their temptation, “My
time has not yet come.”3 Jesus is in control of His destiny. His hour will not come
according to the wishes of His opponents, but according to the will of His Father.4
Read John 7:1-9. Write down any initial thoughts, impressions, or questions you have
from the passage.

The Feast of Booths5 was held in late September or early October and was one of the
most important annual feasts, beginning five days after the Day of Atonement.6 It was a
non-stop celebration of the miraculous provision Yahweh had made for His people as
they wandered through the desert. Families would build small houses (booths) outside of
Jerusalem and live in them for the week. The humble dwellings reminded the people that
they were once nomadic but now had been given the land of Israel as a permanent home.
It was a party, filled with joy and thanksgiving from beginning to end. The Old
Testament background for the feast is found in Leviticus 23:33-43 and Deuteronomy
16:13-15.

1

See chapter 5.
See 7:1, 19, 25, 30, 32, 44; 8:37, 59.
3
Verse 6.
4
See 12:23, 29; 17:1, etc.
5
Or Tabernacles.
6
Yom Kippur.
2
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1. What does Jesus say is the difference between Him and His brothers?

2. What does Jesus realize about the public’s reaction to Him?

Verse 5 shows that even Jesus’s family did not believe in Him and challenged Him. Even
those closest to Him did not know who He was.
3. Do you face any family opposition to or ridicule of your faith? How do you deal with
it? How does Jesus’s situation help you?

Whenever Jesus says “my time” (literally “my hour”) in the Gospel of John, He is
referring to the hour of His death. He is referring to the cross.
4. Why would Jesus say that it is not His time to die? What does verse 7 indicate about
this?

5. How would you summarize Jesus’s teaching about “the world” in verse 7?

6. What is “the world?” What do James 4:4 and 1 John 2:15-17 add to your
understanding?
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7. What are some examples of the evil works of the world in 21st century America?

8. To which of these worldly works are you most tempted?

9. How do you resist the world and fortify yourself against worldly temptations?

10. In your fellowship group discuss the following quote from Kevin DeYoung:
The world stands for everything that opposes the will of God. In its simplest form,
this means “the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in
possessions” (1 John 2:16). Or to put it another way, worldliness is whatever
makes sin look normal and righteousness look strange….Worldliness is a serious
problem. The Bible says that “if anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is
not in him” (1 John 2:15). Christians used to talk about worldliness and fear its
creeping influence. Today, however, if you talk about dressing in a worldly way
or spending your money in a worldly way or seeking worldly entertainment
you’re bound to hear barely muffled laughter. Worldliness is what our
grandparents were uptight about. We have a planet to save and no time to concern
ourselves with such trivialities. We simply don’t believe that friendship with the
world is enmity with God (James 4:4)….Saving yourself for marriage, staying
sober on Friday night, turning down a promotion to stay at your church, refusing
to say the f-word, turning off the television – these are the kinds of things the
world doesn’t understand. Don’t expect them to. The world provides no
cheerleaders on the pathway to godliness.7

7

Kevin DeYoung, The Hole In Our Holiness: Filling the Gap between Gospel Passion and the Pursuit of
Godliness. Crossway, 2012.
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STUDY TWENTY ONE: JOHN 7:10-36
THE IDENTITY OF JESUS
After His brothers go to the Feast of Tabernacles in
Jerusalem, Jesus secretly follows. There Jesus interacts
with the Jews. In Jerusalem there is much commotion and
debate about who this young rabbi is. The question of this
passage is the question of the entire Gospel of John: who is
Jesus Christ?
Read John 7:10-36. Write down any initial thoughts, impressions, or questions you have
from the passage.

1. Why do you think Jesus went up to the feast?

2. According to verse 12, what are the two opinions circulating among the people about
Jesus? How do you engage people who think that to follow Jesus is to be led astray?
What fears do you have about engaging those people?

3. In verse 14 the Jews marvel at Jesus saying, “Wait just a minute! How does this dude
know this stuff? He hasn’t even been to seminary!” What is Jesus’s response to this
allegation that He is an untrained theologian?
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4. What does this response reveal about:
Jesus’s authority?
The authority of the Jewish leaders?
Their objections to His healing?
Their judgments?
5. According to verse 17, how is one able to verify Jesus’s teaching? How does this
translate to our own time and culture?

6. How might verse 18 inform our motives as we seek to serve God in life and ministry?

7. To which of His miracles is Jesus referring in verse 21?

8. In verses 22-24 Jesus talks about circumcision. Why does this become part of the
discussion? (Remember, the Jewish leaders are still mad at Jesus for healing on the
Sabbath.) What’s the point that the Jewish leaders are missing?

Verse 27 refers to a strand of Jewish messianic expectation which held that the origin of
the Messiah would be a mystery. Jesus neither affirms nor refutes this belief. Jesus had
just said, “Do not judge by appearances.” Yet, the Jews were judging Jesus’s identity
based on where He was born and raised.8
8

PAGE 6

See verses 25-27 and 40-43.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH OF SANTA BARBARA

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

9. Was this judging by mere appearances? If so, how should they have gone about
deciding who Jesus was?

10. Why is Jesus’s comment in verses 28 and 29 inflammatory? Why did the Jews
attempt to arrest Him?

11. In verse 30 we are not told how Jesus prevented His capture. What do you think of
this strange verse? How do you think this occurred?

12. In verses 33 and 34 Jesus changes the topic from where He is from to where He is
going. Why do you think He does this and what do you think He means?

13. What are the Jews talking about in verse 35?

Those “scattered” or “dispersed” refers to the large number of Jews dispersed throughout
the Roman Empire and beyond. This is commonly referred to as “the Dispersion.”9
Ironically, their speculation that Jesus was going to go teach the Greeks was prophetic as
we read in the book of Acts.

9

The Greek word is diaspora.
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STUDY TWENTY TWO: JOHN 7:37-52
RIVERS OF LIVING WATER
Read John 7:37-52. Write down any initial thoughts,
impressions, or questions you have from the passage.

An important aspect of the Feast of Tabernacles concerned water. It was a time to pray
for autumn rains. Part of the liturgy of the week involved collecting water and
ceremonially pouring it out in the temple as a symbol of God’s provision in the past. If it
rained during the feast, it was believed that a good season of rain would follow. On each
morning of the festival there was a procession to the fountain of Gihon near the temple. A
priest would fill a pitcher with water and then proceed back to the temple. The priest
would then circle the altar as the people sang Psalm 118:25. On the seventh day of the
Feast this ceremony would take place seven times.
It was at this moment in the festival, on the seventh day, that the young rabbi from
Galilee stood up in the temple court to boldly cry out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to
me and drink.” He was the source of living water! Their prayers for water were answered
in an unexpected way and thus Jesus fulfilled what the feast had for so long pointed to,
the coming of the Messiah!
Notice the people’s response to Jesus’s offer in verses 40-41, “This is the Messiah!”
Some must have connected Jesus’s offer with the promise of Zechariah 14:8:
“On that day [when Messiah comes] living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem,
half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western sea.”
The temple with its ceremonies was just a shadow.10 Jesus offers Himself as the real
thing.

10
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1. Reflect upon the meaning of this metaphor. What does it mean that Jesus is the source
of “living water?”

2. Think about your life. How is Jesus a source of living water in your day-to-day
living? What does it mean for you to come to Jesus and drink?

3. Think concretely. List four or five areas of your life where Jesus has provided
refreshment.

4. How can this idea that Jesus is the source of living water inform your conversations
with people who do not know God through Jesus? In other words, how might this
concept affect your evangelism?

5. What do we learn about the ministry of the Holy Spirit from these verses?
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6. According to verse 39, what had to happen before the Spirit could be given? Why was
this necessary?

7. Comparing verses 37 and 38 with 4:13-14, what are some ways that the Spirit’s work
is like water?

8. Has the flow of the Spirit in your life lately seemed more like a refreshing spring or a
plugged up faucet? What might help increase or release streams of living water in
your life?

9. Note the various responses to Jesus in verses 40-52. How many responses can you
find?

10. Do people today respond in the same ways? Why?

11. What different opinions about Jesus do you hear today? How do you respond?
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STUDY TWENTY THREE: JOHN 7:53-8:11
CAUGHT IN THE ACT
This week’s passage from John is not included in earlier
manuscripts of the Gospel, but it bears the authoritative
marks of Scripture nonetheless. It is a popular story about
sin, grace, and forgiveness.
Read John 7:53-8:11. Write down any initial thoughts,
impressions, or questions you have from the passage.

1. Why do you think this story is so popular? What do we learn about Jesus from this
brief story?

Ironically, Jesus’s opponents have fallen into their own trap. As Jesus begins another day
of teaching, He is put to the test by the Scribes and Pharisees. “What about this woman
we caught committing adultery? The law says we should stone her. What do you say?”
The fact that the man involved in adultery was absent implies both a double standard
(“Boys will be boys”) and that the Jewish leaders are more interested in trapping Jesus
than in pursuing true justice. Deuteronomy 22:22 and Leviticus 20:10 prescribe death for
both the man and the woman caught in adultery.
Now here’s the trap. If Jesus says, “Let the woman go,” He would set himself against
Moses and prove to be a heretic, a false teacher; His healing on the Sabbath already
aroused suspicions. If, on the other hand, Jesus takes the hard line and says, “Yes, she
should be stoned,” He becomes a revolutionary zealot fighting against Rome because
only Rome had the right to inflict capital punishment.
Jesus’s response turns their condemnation on its head! As He stoops down and writes in
the dirt, He is perhaps imitating the action of a Roman judge who would first write his
verdict and then read it.
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2. Why do the woman’s accusers begin to leave the scene? Why do the older people
leave first? How long would you have stayed?

3. What do you think the woman was feeling during this event? What were the people
thinking or feeling when they left? What is the significance of Jesus’s question in
verse 10?

F. F. Bruce brings out the rich depth of Jesus’s response to the incident:
We may recall Jesus’s own words about the lustful look which constitutes
adultery in the heart (Matt. 5:28), but more was involved in His ruling than that.
The law dealt more severely with women than with men. For a betrothed or
married woman to have sexual relations with a man other than her bridegroom or
husband was a capital offense; for a married man to have such relations with
another woman than his wife was relatively venial, provided the woman was not
betrothed or married to another man. It was possible for men to maintain public
respectability in spite of certain irregular incidents in their lives; Jesus’s ruling
therefore came as a challenge to the conscience of each man who heard Him. The
embarrassment was no longer His, but theirs. His ruling about adultery, like His
ruling elsewhere about divorce, amounts to a redressing of the unfavorable
balance in favor of the underprivileged sex. But by His appeal to the consciences
of the witnesses, He takes the question off the judicial plane altogether and raises
it to the moral level where it properly belongs, in accordance with His regular
attitude and teaching.11
4. What does Jesus mean in verse 11 when He says, “Neither do I condemn you?” Does
this mean we never should pass judgment on another person’s behavior?

5. How can we follow Jesus’s example as it is portrayed in this story?

11

Bruce, 416.
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6. Like the first century, ours is a time of casual sexual promiscuity. What does this text
say of the grace of God? Of the demand of God?

7. What do the following texts add?
1 Thessalonians 4:3-8
1 Corinthians 6:12-20

8. What would you say to someone who says, “God is a gracious God. I know sex
outside of marriage falls short of God’s expectations, but He would never condemn
me! Look what Jesus said to the woman caught in adultery!”

9. How does Jesus’s response to the woman exemplify “grace and truth” (John 1:17)?

10. How does this story and the way Jesus treated the woman help you face some of the
sins you struggle with? Does His grace toward you free you to change your
behavior?
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STUDY TWENTY FOUR: JOHN 8:12-30
THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
This week we encounter Jesus’s second “I am” statement:
“I am the light of the world.” The question we must ask
ourselves as we hear these words is, “Will we see His
light?”
Read John 8:12-30. Write down any initial thoughts,
impressions, or questions you have from the passage.

1. Make a list of the claims that Jesus makes about Himself:

Jesus spoke these words in Jerusalem during the Feast of Tabernacles. The Feast
contained two important ceremonies—the pouring of the water and the festival of lights.
The ceremony of pouring water reminded the people of God’s miraculous provision of
water from the rock in the desert. The festival of lights reminded them of how God
guided Israel through the desert in the form of a pillar of fire. Each night during the Feast
four golden candlesticks were lit in the Court of Women in the temple. Each candlestick
had four golden bowls with floating wicks. It was said that all of Jerusalem was in the
glow of these lights.
This makes Jesus’s words in verse 12 all the more astounding. As the Feast draws to its
conclusion and the lights are extinguished for another year, Jesus claims to be the light of
the world. Verse 20 indicates that He spoke these words in the temple treasury, which
was located in the Court of Women near the candles that had just been extinguished.
Jesus’s claim incites the debate that follows through the rest of the chapter.
2. Why do you think the Pharisees object so strongly to Jesus’s claim?
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Verse 13 lends insight into the response of the Pharisees. In Jesus’s day rabbis (teachers)
received authority by quoting other rabbis and making small additions of their own to an
already vast body of teaching. They would become legal experts not so much in the Old
Testament itself, but in rabbinic interpretation of the law of Moses. Jesus came to the
temple and quoted no one. He simply taught. When questioned though, Jesus makes a
case for His authority.
3. How does Jesus validate His message? What does He point to as the source of His
authority? See verses 14, 16, 23, and 28.

In verses 14-30 Jesus addresses these Pharisees who don’t trust Him. Notice the ironic
interplay between Jesus and His detractors.
Jesus
v. 14
v. 15
v. 23
v. 23

“I know”
“I judge no one”
“I am from above”
“I am not of this world”

Pharisees
“You don’t know”
“You judge”
“You are from below”
“You are of this world”

4. What does Jesus say about judgment in this passage? See verses 15-16 and 26.

5. What does Jesus say about sin in this passage? See verses 21 and 24.

6. What does Jesus claim about His relationship with the Father in this passage? See
verses 26-29.
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7. Undoubtedly, the Pharisees heard messianic allusions in Jesus’s pronouncement. How
do the allusions in Zechariah 14:6-9 find significance in Jesus’s claim to be “the light
of the world”?

8. Read the following passages. In view of these texts, what does it mean for Jesus to be
the “light of the world”?
Exodus 13:21-22
Psalm 27:1
Isaiah 49:6
Isaiah 60:19-22
Revelation 22:1-5
I John 1:5-7

9. How does Jesus’s claim to be “the light of the world” practically affect your life? In
what sense is Jesus the light of your life? How has following Jesus been like
following someone with a light through a dark place for you?
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STUDY TWENTY FIVE: JOHN 8:31-41
FREE INDEED
Jesus’s debate with the Jews at the Feast of Tabernacles in
Jerusalem carries on to a violent and near deadly climax.
As you read, continue to ask yourself, “Who does this
Jesus claim to be?”
Read John 8:31-41. Write down any initial thoughts,
impressions, or questions you have from the passage.

1. We left off with verse 30 saying that “many believed in Him.” In verse 31 Jesus turns
His attention to this group of people. What does Jesus identify as the distinguishing
mark of discipleship in verse 31?

2. Is your life distinguished by this mark of discipleship? If so, how? If not, why not?

3. In verses 32-38 Jesus turns some of our notions of freedom upside down. Some
people think of freedom as a synonym for permissiveness. How does Jesus view
freedom?
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4. What does Jesus mean in verse 36? What is the relationship between “truth” and
“freedom”? What does it mean to know the truth?

5. Rewrite verses 31-32 in your own words, explaining what Jesus means:

6. Have you experienced this freedom in your life? If so, how?

The pride of the Pharisees was deeply wounded in verse 32. “We are descendants of
Abraham and we are free. As a matter of fact, we have never been in bondage to
anyone.” Once again they over-literalize Jesus’s words and fail to see their spiritual
significance. Even from a literal point of view, there is deep irony in the Jews’ assertion
because, in fact, they had been in and out of bondage throughout history. They were in
bondage to the Egyptians, the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the Greeks, and now the
Romans. This leads to a discussion of Abraham as the father of the Jews in verse 39 and
following.
7. How does Jesus undermine the Jews’ basis of confidence in their Abrahamic
ancestry?
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8. In verse 34 and following Jesus forces the people to confront their “slavery to sin.”
What does He teach about sin and its consequences?

9. What does Jesus claim about Himself in relation to our slavery to sin? See verses 3536.

10. In what ways have you experienced freedom from slavery to sin through Jesus? In
what areas of your life do you need to be set free from the slavery to sin?

11. Spend some time in prayer confessing your sin and asking for Jesus to continue to set
you free from the power of sin in your life.
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STUDY TWENTY SIX: JOHN 8:42-59
TWO FAMILIES
In the second half of chapter 8 Jesus continues His
conversation with the religious leaders. His comments are
surprisingly confrontational. This is not Jesus meek and
mild. He draws a sharp distinction between those who are
children of God and those who are children of the devil,
and is not afraid to tell the religious leaders who their
daddy is.
Read John 8:42-59. Write down any initial thoughts, impressions, or questions you have
from the passage.

1. Go back and review the broader context of this passage by reading from verse 31 to
verse 47. How does Jesus undermine the claims of the religious leaders?

2. What does Jesus say is the ultimate test of who is a child of God in verses 42-47?

3. What does Jesus say are the reasons the leaders do not believe Him? In other words,
how does He account for their hostility toward Him? See verses 37, 43, 45, and 47.
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The implication of Jesus’s teaching is that not all religious people are children of God.
Only those who believe in Jesus as the Messiah (Savior and Lord) have God as their
Father. In a sense Jesus divides humanity into two families. People are either children of
God or they are children of the devil.
4. Does this teaching of Jesus seem harsh to you? Have you ever considered people in
this way? How should we respond to such an implication?

5. How does Jesus describe the devil in verse 44? How does 1 John 3:11-15 and Genesis
3:4-5 support Jesus’s description of the devil?

6. Do you agree or disagree with C.S. Lewis’s view of the devil? Discuss this in your
fellowship group.
There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the
devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel
an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased
by both errors and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight.12

7. In verse 48 why do the Jews use these terms to insult Jesus?

8. What is the critical question raised by Jesus’s claim in verse 51?

12

C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters, Harper Collins, 1942.
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9. How does Jesus use the Jewish leaders’ loyalty to Abraham against them?

10. Why does Jesus’s final claim in verse 58 cause such a violent outrage?

When Jesus utters the words “I am” in verse 58 the Jewish people want to kill Him. By
speaking these words, ego eimi,13 Jesus claims to be one with God. The two words are the
Greek equivalent of the Hebrew ani hu, first encountered in Exodus 3:13-14:
Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The
God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is His name?’
what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said,
“Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
11. This is an absolutely startling claim. Jesus is saying that He is God. Knowing that
Jesus has made such audacious claims, how would you respond to someone who
claims that Jesus is merely a “great moral teacher” but not the Son of God?

12. Of the claims that Jesus makes in this passage in verses 51 and 58, which means the
most to you right now? Why?

13. Once again John forces his readers to decide, “Who is this Jesus and am I one of His
followers or do I want to stone Him?” Who do you say Jesus is and are you one of His
followers? Why or why not?

13

!"# !$µ$
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STUDY TWENTY SEVEN: JOHN 9:1-12
THE PROBLEM OF PAIN
During the Feast of Tabernacles Jesus proclaimed Himself
to be the light of the world. Now, in John 9, He performs
His sixth sign verifying and drawing out the truth of His
claim. In doing so he also has a theological conversation
with His disciples that sheds light on the age-old question
of suffering.
Read John 9:1-12. Write down any initial thoughts, impressions, or questions you have
from the passage.

The disciples notice the man who was “blind from birth” and bring up a theological
question: “Who is responsible for this suffering? Did this man sin? Or is he being
punished for his parents’ sin?” Jews had the view that all suffering was the result of a
cause. The disciples’ question is an attempt to make sense of the inequity they saw (and
we see) in the world.
1. How does Jesus answer the question? How does the rest of the passage answer the
question?

Think through the following statements from Leslie Newbigin:
Whatever the cultural and philosophical background—Indian karma or Judaic
theism, or Western positivism—the question “why has this happened?” is one
which can hardly be restrained by any human being faced with calamity. But if a
good reason could be found for evil, then either evil is not evil or the reason is no
good. The attempt to “make sense” of a world which is under the power of sin and
death by probing back into its antecedents is doomed to frustration. The only
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thing which can “make sense” of a dark world is the coming of light, and the light
does not come from below but from above, not from the past but from the
future.14
Newbigin goes on to add:
The Church is not sent into the world to explain the world but to change it. The
logos, the true light which makes sense of the world, is not to be found by a study
of the experience of the world, for the world, though it was made by Him, does
not know Him (1:10). He has come and is coming and will come into the world.
Only by being part of His movement into the world do we “make sense” of the
world.15
2. Do you agree or disagree with Newbigin’s statements? Explain.

3. The customary view during Jesus’s time was that suffering could be traced to sin.
How do the following New Testament passages show that this is not always the case?
Luke 13:1-5
2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Galatians 4:13
4. What does the cross of Christ add to this discussion of sin as the cause of suffering?
Was sin the cause of Jesus’s suffering? His own sin or the sin of others?

In verse 3 Jesus says that this man was born blind “that the works of God might be
displayed in him.” God, in His mysterious and wise providence, sometimes allows His
people to go through suffering and difficulties so they may experience the power and
glory of God in His salvation and deliverance.
14
15

Newbigin, 120.
Ibid.
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5. Has God allowed hardship to come into your life that you may see His mighty works
displayed in your life? If so, how?

6. How does this miraculous sign demonstrate Jesus’s claim that He is the light of the
world?

7. What does Jesus mean when He says in verse 4 that “night is coming?” What does it
have to do with working the works of God?

8. Why do you think that Jesus uses mud to perform this miracle? Might it have
anything to do with Genesis 2:7?

9. How does this event fulfill the following Old Testament prophecies?
Isaiah 29:18
Isaiah 35:4-5
Isaiah 42:6-7
10. How has Jesus demonstrated, in your life, the fact that He is the light of the world?
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STUDY TWENTY EIGHT: JOHN 9:13-41
I WAS BLIND, NOW I SEE
Jesus had just healed a man who had been blind from birth.
Once again He had done the work of God on the Sabbath
Day. This was deeply offensive to the Pharisees who
immediately investigate the miracle.
Read John 9:13-41. Write down any initial thoughts,
impressions, or questions you have from the passage.

1. In each of the following verses, what does the former blind man call Jesus, and how
does he treat Him?
9:11
9:17
9:33
9:35-38
2. How does belief and unbelief progress for the blind man and for the Jews? Why does
the man believe? What compels the Jews to persist in unbelief?
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Notice the logic of the man who is healed versus the logic of the Pharisees:
The Pharisees (verse 24):
1. The law forbids work on the Sabbath.
2. Healing is work.
3. Jesus healed on the Sabbath.
4. Jesus is a sinner!
The Man Born Blind (verses 30-33):
1. Jesus opened my eyes.
2. God doesn’t listen to sinners.
3. God does listen to the godly man who does His will.
4. Jesus must be from God!
3. Do these two ways of thinking lend insight into why you are, or maybe not yet, a
believer?

4. The end of verse 16 says, “And there was a division among them.” How have you
seen the person and work of Jesus causing division among people, in this world, in
your life?

5. How does the man’s response in verse 38 encapsulate all of the Christian faith? Have
you responded to Jesus in this way? Why or why not?

PAGE 27

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH OF SANTA BARBARA

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

6. What is verse 39 saying about Jesus’s mission? How does the irony of Jesus’s
statement in verse 39 play out in this story?

7. How do you interpret Jesus’s response to the Pharisees in verses 40-41? What does
He mean here?

8. How would you score your own spiritual sight: 20-20? 20/800? A few “blind spots?”
Why? What could correct this?
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